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Barnabas: First to Brother 

 

Acts 4:34-37       Acts 9:26-30    Acts 11:19-26  Acts 13:1-3 

 

True Brothers Are Few: 

A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend 
who sticks closer than a brother.  

Proverbs 18:24 

 

 

Levels of Friendship: 

 Work 

 Leisure 

 Buddy 

 Friend 

 Brother 

 

 

 

Enhancers of Deeper Friendships: 

 Your story (humanity) 

 Vulnerability (reciprocity) 

 Intentionality (love) 

 Brokenness (grace) 
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Few Brothers Are True: 

A brother won’t let me play small: 

 Intentional about pressing me toward maturity. 

 Until we all attain to mature manhood… But as for you, O man 
 of God… Do your best to present yourself… 

Ephesians 4:13 / 1 Timothy 6:11 / 2 Timothy 2:14 

 

A brother loves enough to confront: 

 Risking comfort for the sake of truth. 

 The kisses of an enemy may be profuse, but faithful are the 
 wounds of a friend. 

Proverbs 27:5 

 

A brother sticks when things come unglued: 

 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 

Proverbs 17:17 

 Brothering through adversity: 

 Be there 

 Speak truth 

 Don’t moralize 

 Keep the Faith 

 Point 

 
 

Questions To Consider: 

1. When did you need a brother in a time of adversity? 

2. Has a brother ever provided the motivation for you to grow, or 

pursue a challenge that seemed daunting? 

3. What do you think hinders the breakthrough into true brother-

hood? 

4. How could I be a Barnabas to another man? 
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